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` During, the two years which have elapsed since the — 
of the last Legislative. Assembly, our Territory has been favored 
with a fair measure of prosperity. ‘Every branch: of productive 


industry engaged in by our people, has generally proved remu- 
nerative. The farmer, the merchant, the mechanic and the 
manufacturer have received: reasonable returns from the. invest- 
ment of their capital and labor. Baseless anticipations of im- 
mediate, , unlimited wealth, . indulged: in by speculators. and 
others, may not have been realized; but all faithful and honest 
` efforts, ‘in legitimate lines of business, have been fully rewarded. 


. Our commerce and mantfaetures- are steadily increasing 
and the ag ggregate of productions’ for exportation ` has bec 
largely augmented. The excitement in. relation to real estate, 
which recently prevailed | at many points, has fortunately sub- 
sided, without entailing the ruinous consequences. -usually result- 
ing from wild and visionary - speculations. Wé have special 
reason for gratitude towards the Great. Ruler of. the Universe, 
Who has in so marked. a manner, protected us from the many 
misfortunes which have befallen other portions of.our common : 
country. ; E 
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' The recent financial disasters, in several of the great com- 
mercial ċenters of the nation, have not seriously affected us. 
We havé not suffered, as many other localities have, from exces- 
sive.cold' in winter, nor blighting drought in summer, nor from 
disastrotis floods, causing wide spread desolation, aud lamentable 
destruction of: life aud property. Our bountiful harvests "have 
been gathered without ‘molestation from that insect scourge, 
which elsewhere, by myriads, devastated counties and States, 
leaving thent barren wastes, and their inhabitants suffering the © 
pangs of hunger and starvation, which our people nobly assisted 
to alleviate. Our exemption from these calamities, and espe- 

"cially from climatic extremes, furnishes gratifying evidence of the 
superiority of the agricultural advantages possessed by our Ter- 
ritoty; dnd when we can also refer to our production of all the 
cereals; fruits and vegetables, indigenous to the temperate-zone, 
unsurpassed in quantity and quality, we feel fully warranted 
in saying, that our Territory presents inducements to the agri- 
cultitralist, equal to those of the most favored State or. Te- 
ritory. . x wus 


POPULATION. i 


' I am m unable to.lay before you with accuracy, any definite 
statement of the present population of.the Territory. In one of 
the largest counties, unavoidable causes, prevented the taking of a 
census the, present year. From others, no reports have yet been 
-received by the Terr itorial Auditor, and the returns from many 
are obviously , incorrect and unreliable, , My estimate of the 
present number of inhabitants i is thirty-six thousand, showing 

-an incr ease in two years of near ly (ive thousand. 


"This is exceedingly gratifying, when we take into consider- 

. ation, that during this period, no systematic nor. vigorous efforts 
‘have been made to secure immigration; that influences -have 
been operating to keep population away from us, and that many - 
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of our people, becoming disheartened by: the. remoteness. of the 


, prospect, of the. completion of the . N.P. R: R, removed, elge-- | 


where. - . The tide has now eyidently turned, and, we see many, ‘of 


those who left us.under those ` depressing influences retürning t to..| 


their, old homes, fully;impressed with, tlie Knowledge a acquired: by: 
experience and. observation, that. ours Territory,: for: health, cli-. 
mate. and opportunities for profitable. business, is unequaled.. 

Within. the past year we have. received. a considerable accession, 
to our-population both east, and west of: the. mountains; " "This 
can be ver y largely increased in the ‘future, ‘by. the use of. those- 
means which have proved successful i dn other Territories. ute e 
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I deem it i à matter of the highest i impot tance that provision 
be made for the appointment and organization of a board! of “ini-: 
migration, and that an adequate appropriation, "bé inadéj i to “én 


ablé thei to inaugurate and’ put into ‘successful operation’ the: 
measures necessary to- secure -a largely’ increaged immigration “to 
the Fertitory. ? Phe -benefits whieh will résult fróm the ‘efforts 
of such a board, must be obvious, and. are apparent in those 
: States and Territories where this instrumentality has been made 


use of to secure population; Before emigrants coming:from the ' 
East can reach our Territory, they“ are. conipelled ‘to-pass through 


many States and’ "Perritories where efficient boards of emigtation 
and their agents -aré-industriously and actively at work, not ouly 
in placing before the emigrant ‘the advantages. possessed. by théir 
respective localities, but in: disseminating. false information i ‘in ¥e- 
gard to our climate- and ‘productions, ' and as a consequence, 'a 
large proportion of- those who have started vith the intention of 
making our Territory their homes, have been diverted to other 
places. This can be prevented, by the- employment of añ ‘agent 
to be stationed on the principal route of travel to this coast, and- 
by the circulation, through. pamphlets and otherwise, of. correct 
and reliablé information i in: 1 relation; to our Territory. - ; 
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An association, composed exclusively of ladies, was formed; 
about a year since, to promote immigration, by collecting and 
promulgating valuable statistics, by answering letters of inquiry, 
and in,other ways, ‘conveying to those seeking knowledge, facts, 
showing the favorable character of our cliniate and our agricul- 
tural, manufacturing and commercial facilities. "The members 
. of- this association are entitled to great credit for their zealous 
and disinterested efforts. I am informed that a statement of 
the character and extent of their labors will be laid before you. 


s 0 + FINANCES, 


‘The financial condition of the Territory will fully appear 
from the able reports of the: Terr itorial Auditor and Territorial 
Treasurer, which will be submitted to you, and from which I 
make the following summary: 


i Asséšsed value of property, 1875 $14,569,156 00 
Territorial tax levied, 1874 57,862 25 
Dl i ERN , 58,295 33 
‘Amount received by Territorial Treasurer from 
Oct. 1, 1873 to Sept. 7, 1875.... 90,680 43 
. 77,681 76 
13,048 67 
Amount of Warrants outstanding Oct. 1, 1873, 
:and interest 99,717 77 
) Amount issued from Oct. 1,-1873 to Sept, 7, 1875 65,042 49 
Wairratits outstanding, Sept. 7, 1875. 17,128 50 
Decrease of indebtedness, including cash in treas- . 


UL since Oct. 1, 1873 -. 19,263 42 


l ni is to be regretted, that, with no territorial debt, except 
for current expenses, and with a revenue amply sufficient to 
cover these expenses, the Territory is paying interest at the rate | 
of ten per centum per annum for an average period of eighteen 
months on all unpreferred. "Treasury warrants, and that the mar- .' 
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ket value á icis wena is from 15° to 25° per “cent? "below "" 


par. The loss to the Territory during, the past four: years by- 
reason of payment of ‘interest. has. been’ $13,721 08.'-The-loss 
by depreciátion cannot bé accurately ascertained, "but is estimatéd. 
at $8,000, ; making. the mu loss: i in’ al ‘short: “period: #21, - 
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^ Aside from iio our sacl affairs are prosperous ánd'i im- 
proving. Measures should be devised’ for. the payment: “of all 
warrants on presentation to the’ Treasurer, ‘and’ thus avoid the 
payment of interest, and restore fally the credit of the Territory. 
The defect in cur financial system’ is, that: the. entire expenses 


of the Territory Íór'one year accrue, before the revenues for 


‘that yéar are collected. "The taxes for the year 1875:will be 


due on the first day of January, 1876. Before sany portion. of 
the taxes for 1875 can bé made available, the, expenses for the 
year will have been all incurred, audited „and warrants drawn on 
the Treasury therefor. Warrants. for. all claims not preferred, 
will bear interest; at the rate- of- tén per cent. per annum after 
presentation. Judging of the future by thé past, no portion of 
the unpreferred warrants will be paid within eighteen. months 
from the time of their issue. In other words, a debt for the 
entire amount of the current expenses for the- -year is created, , 
before any taxes for that year are received to liquidate it. To 
remedy this defect i in our financial system, I would . recommend 
either, that the time for the.. assessment and collection of, taxes, 


much earlier period i in the year; or if this bé ‘deemed impracti- 
cable, then I would recommend that the rate of taxation for 
territorial purposes, for the year 1876, be fixed at six mills, and 
for the year 1877 at two mills, which, in the aggregate for the 
two years, will be the satne as.is now levied under existing laws. - 
The first plan will bring about the desired result during the: year ^ 
1876, the second during the year 1877, : 
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: Our revenue laws provide for the assessment of all property in: 
tivo'Glagses: - ** real property” and “personal property.” "To ob- 
viüté'l&gal questions which may ‘arise in regard to the assessment 
of ‘ifaprovements on réal. property} when the land and theim- 
próvéménts are owned by different persons; or when the land’ is 
exempt’ from taxation, I recommend that for the purposes `of 
taxation, property be assessed in'three classes: “real property,” 
d petsohal pope ‘and * improvements.” 


l BOARD OF EQUALIZATION, 

Ir renew, the recommendation made i in my biennial message 
to the last Legislative Assembly, and especially | call your atten- 
tion to ‘the, necessity for the creation. of a Board of Equalization 
to rev jew and correct, the several county assessment rolls. The 
burdén. of Térritorial taxation should. rest equally upon all the 
cone in ; proportion to- the value of property respectively there- 

f If’ property is assessed, in each county at its full value, this 
‘would be the result; but it is well known that while some coun- 
ties assess property according to the full value thereof, others do 
not. Thé latter, therefore. -by their own act, avoid the payment 


of theit just-proportion of Terr itorial revenue, 


The: assessed value of property. in fourteen counties is 
$896,335 less in- 1875, than it was in 1873. Tt is. possible that 
in some of those counties the .actual value of property has de- 
clined; but it is not probable that this i is the case in all. 


hi eight counties. the assessment of 1875: is $1, 283, 739 
greater than in 1873. .It cannot be claimed that all the prog- 
ess, improvement and enhancement .of value in the Térr- 
tory has been confined: to these eight counties! The conclusion 
is therefore, ‘jnevitable, that certain counties are reducing their 
assessrhents in order to reduce the amount of territorial revenue 
to be paid by them. Iam aware of no. remedy, for this, except : a 
Board of Equalization. The expense attending the operations 
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of such a board should. not be regarded for a. ‘moment,’ „Tt is un- 
just that one. county should pay, its full propor! tion of. territorial. 
tax, while another indirectly : avoids the payment < of its just, quota;.. 
and no pecuniary considerations should prevent. the énactment;of j 
necessary remedial laws. Looking at the subject- only i in, 3. peeu-, 
niary light, the Terr itory will be benefited „by. an equal and. just, 
assessment. Thè loss to the Territory. during the past y reat, by 
the reduction of assessments, was $3, 585. 34, a sum more. thans 
sufficient to defray all the expense of a. Board y Equalization. 
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COMMERCE. 


The commer cial advantages possessed by Washington Ter- 
ritòry cannot be’ overestimated: Situated midway’ on. "the. 
shortest line of communication. between the ‘Atlantic ‘seaboard 
and Asia, with our unrivaled’ harbors, our facilities or. Ship 
building and our capacity for immense ‘agricultur al ‘productions 
East of the mountains, and for, manufacturing : and’ coal mining 
in the West, the pr ediction can be confidently m ule, that, a at no! 
distant day, our Territory will: embrace one of “the ` great com- 
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mercial centers of" the world. " l f 
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The extent of our commerce and exportations caunot. be 
definitely ascertained. "The records of the custom house show 
only our foreign commerce. * From those it appears that "for 
the year ending July:31;:1875, the value of exports from ib 
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Sound District to foreign countriés Was: AI à 


In American Véséels:.i.. 2.2. LLL llllllll . . $559; 060 00 
In Foreign Vesssela. 2... le ccce =-->- 200,170 09 


18759, 230 00 


^ The Expor is in- -American vessels consisied ats ; 


20, 340, 000 ace assorted Punt AM 8230, 45 00. 
:328 485 00 
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The exports in foreign vessels were: 


13,567000 fect assorted Lumber---------------- $121,935 00 
Live stock, grain, provisions, etc....--.---------- 78,235 00 

Petal ac esos pe Mee $200,170 00 

` The countries to which exports were made: 

British Columbia...-............-.-. | Eee $375,000 00 
Sandwich Islandsz cou ode eonooilesepe eine 61,000 00 
Society Islandssosc ano tesescscpbu wees Ex eed 11,300 00 
Pelü EEEE E seu EN M EA E T 84,000 00 
n EEN E E EE N 90,000 00 
Stin Salvadore- -- ------------ lllo lll gal oue 10,660 00 
ABORT 2c Sooo Eas RO hee gu aces 70,170 00 
Now ea And Masi eot lice ate Oh Lets: 10,000 00 
New Caledonia. - ----~--- io o nem. piesa 15,000 00 
AES UE 15,000 00 
South) AÍpnoae cauce ciclos oc RLdR ENSA 9,000 00 
WNC lONd MH 8,000 00 

Totale at caret bh eee che eee a $759,230 00 
Value of foreign Imports- ------- -4-4-4-0 $ 49,125 00 


` Vessels built during the past year: 3 steamers; 5 barken- 
tines; 10 schooners. Aggregate tonnage, 3,986. Total ton- 
nage owned in District, 26,548. No. vessels, 108. 


Vessels entered and cleared and vessels entered foreign: 


_ No. Tonnage. 
American Vessels entered_.....-..-------.--- 258 93,112 
Snc IT Mp TS 132 75,215 
Foreign Vessels entered_--.-.-..-........--2. 57 23,950 


ao SS as E RN 447 192,277 


ee 
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„is that of lumber. The'immense forests of fir and'cedar trees, 


four hundred .and nineteen feet of lumber, thirty-four million, 
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l a No. Tonnage 
American vessels cleared for foreign countries.. 273 B 107, 369 - 
American Vessels Coastwise...2..---2-2-----2 Dl 22,123 
Foreign Vessels.for foreign countres.......... 75 , 27,137 : 
POU eise ues ep cn eeu te -..399 156,629 | 


These statistics convey a very inadequate idea, of the'exterit 
and value of our commerce and exports. They do not include 
the exportation: ‘of grain and other commodities from the eastern 
part of the Territory, and only a small. portion of the expor ts 
from Puget Sound. Our domestic: eommerce, of which "nó offi- 4 
cial record is kept, chiefly with San Francisco, exceeds the foreign. 
at least four fold. My estimate of the total value of our exporta- 
tions during the past year, will approximate $5,000, 000; This TE 
result, with a population of only thirty-six: thousand, ‘affords a |. 
creditable exhibit of the’ outer ETISG and: business ability of our +- 


people. : ss ` 
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Many branches of manufacture are carried on in the Terri- , 
ory to a, limited extent; but the great manufacturing industry:. 


west of the Cascade mountains, especially those contiguous fo, 
the waters of Puget Sound, are sources of incaleulable wealth in 
the future. Even at présent, the value of lumber manufactured 
and exported is about three million dollars; ‘and its production, 
and transportation, directly and indirectly, afford employment to 
several thousand men. Carefully prepared statistics, furnished. 
me by seven mills on Puget Sound, show the aggregate produo-; 
tion of these mills during-the past year to be one hundred and: 
ninety-three million, three hundred and twenty-five thousand, - 
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four hundred thousand laths, and large quantities of pickets, 
Spars, ‘piles, ship-knees, poles and shingles. Estimating the 
quantity manufactured by other mills and reducing to feet, the 
entire-production of the Territory cannot be less than two hun- 
dred and fifty million feet. 


a 


The fires which annually sweep over our forests destroy vast 
quantities of valuable timber. Little attention is now given to 
this subject; but the time will arrive when we will deplore the 
loss" of this indispensable material which cannot be replaced- 
The origin of these fites, in all cases, cannot probably be ascer- 
tained: Carelessness is the tod frequent cause. I would recom- 
mend that a stringent law, with severe penalties, be enacted to 
prevent, if possible, this unnecessary destruction and waste of 
undeveloped wealth. 

, COAL, 

. Our;coal interests are rapidly becoming an important elemerit 
in our prosperity. Until recently, the opinion was very generally 
entertained, that the coal of Washington Territory was of an iu- 
ferior quality, and that it could not successfully be placed in 
competition with other coal found on the Pacific Coast. Late 
discoveries have shown the fallacy of these opinions and the ex- 
istence of inexhaustible supplies of anthracite and bituminous 
coal, of excellent quality. The location of many of these coal” 
fields,. particularly those of King and Pierce counties, several 
miles distant from Puget Sound will retard, for a period, their 
full development; but when means of transport are provided to 
tide water, the value of our coal exportations will before many 
years equal or exceed all others. The average daily exportation 
is now: 500 tons, and the supply i is not equal to the demand. 


'"PENITEN TIARY. 


The- Penitentiary ‘erected by the United States on McNeil’s 
Island: is completed, and ‘ready for the reception of Territorial 
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convicts if. it is deemed advisable to confine them-therein..- The; 
Revised, Statutes of the United States; Section 1895, provide! 
that any person convicted, by a court of. competent juris risdiction| - 
in a Territory-for à violation of .the laws thereof and (setitenced| : 
to imprisonment; may, at; the cost of such Territory; on such: 
terms and conditions, rules and. regulations as; nay. be prescribed! | 
by the Attorney General. of the United States, be received, sub-:. 
sisted and employed i in such penitentiary ‘during the termi of his: 
‘imprisonment, in the same manner as if he had been convicted: 
of an offense against the laws of the United States In rep to 
a communication addressed by. me to the Attorney General, in- ' 
quiring on what terms and conditions Terr itorial convicts would. 
be received and subsisted i in the Penitentiar y; ‘the Solicitor’ Gen-, 
eral, acting for the Attorney General, states that, "before Ter ri- 
torial convicts can be confined in the Penitentiar Y. the Territory! 
must enter into a contract with the United States, providing for: 
the payment.by the former, to the latter of & per diem of one: 
dollar and a half, for the ‘confinement, food, clothing did -medi-> 
cal attendance of each Territorial prisoner, to be paid: ‘monthly 
at the close of each month; the duration of the Contract’ to be: 
limited to one year subject to renewal. The expense to'thé Ter- 
ritory under these terms, will be little if any greater ‘than under. 
the present ‘system. A per diem of one dollar, or in case: ‘the 
prisoner is put to labor, two dollars, is now paid for keeping” and: i 
subsistence only. In addition to this, the Territory now ‘pays 
for medical attendance and clothing of prisoners, for tHeir ` recap-: 
ture in the event of escapes, and sundry other ‘incidental mat- 
ters. These, with the per diem now allowed, in’ my ‘opinion, 
will be equal to the amount per diem ‘charged’ by ‘the’ ^ United. 
States, which includes expenses of ‘every nature. An additional : 
reason for their confinement in the- Penitentiary is the | compara- 
tive security which will result. therefrom. , Escapes are now of 
too frequent occurrence.: This.is owing chiefly to E» insecure 
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character of the county jails, which without exception, are unfit 
for the purposes for which they are used. If the terms proposed 
by the United States are accepted, it will be necessary to pro- 
vide by law for the removal to the Penitentiary, of the prisoners 
now confined in the county jails and for the payment to the 


United States of the stipulated compensation. 


In the event that you deem it advisable to continue the 
present sy /stem of confining prisoners in the several county jails 
of the Territory, I would recommend the repeal or modification 
of that portion of Section seven of the Act ih relation to Terri- 
torial convicts, approved November 28, 1871, which allows to 
the sheriff or keeper of the jail à per diem of two dollars for 
each convict when at work. The manifest design of the act 
referred to, was that the labor of the convicts, should be remu- 
nerative i the Territor y; and it was clearly contemplated by 
the framers of the law that. the proceeds arising from such labor | 
would be in excess of the additional per deem of one dollar 
allowed. for keeping the convict when at work, and that such 
excess would form a fund out of which the expense of keeping 
convicts, could, in part at. least, be defrayed. Experience has 
demonstrated that the law has not so operated. In many cases 
where convicts have labored, the additional allowance received 
by the sheriff has been greater than the entire amount received 
by the Territory. In one instance, in a single quarter, the 
amount charged to the Territory was $1,837 00 and for five hun- 
dred and ninety-eight days’ labor, the Territory received only 
three hundred and ninety-four dollars and ninety-two cents. 
The system itself is pernicious in its tendencies, leading to cor- 
ruption and peculation and should be repealed or materially 
modified.: 


" INSANE ASYLUM. 


The system. of contracting for the keeping of the Insane 
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and Idiotic and their treatment :and management at; the- Insañé 
Asylum have for some time, past been subjects of public: diseus- 
sion and comment. Over. the former, I’ have-no ¢ontrol:- The: 
present contract was entered into by my -predecessor, «nd is in. 
strict conformity with law: ‘When, however, charges in writing, 
of a grave and serious nature, ‘relating’ to the treatment -of’ 
patients, were presented to the Territorial Auditor an myself 
by members of the Medical Association, alleging- various instan-. 
ces of maltreatment of patients by employes at the Asylum, we | 
deemed it our imperative duty, although not legally- authorized 
to do so, to order an investigation. We, therefore, appointed 
Hon. J. M. Lowe, and Dr. N. Ostrander of Thurston ‘County; 
Hon. Stephen J udson of, Pierce county; Dr. J. C. Kellogg of 
King county and Dr. A. M. Ballard, of the Oregon Insane 
Asylum, special commissioners to make a thorough investigation. 3 
into the charges preferred. After an investigation óecupying 
five days, they arrived at the conclusion that :the charges were 
not-sustained.: From the high standing’ and ` integrity of the- : 
gentlemen composing the commission, I am fully satisfied that 
_ the charges were carefully and impartially investigated and that- . 
their report, which will be submitted to you, is in strict. accor d- ; 
ance with the facts. I refer you to the accompanying. reports. 
of the physician and contr actor for full infor mation in relation ; 
to the Asylum. M ? li 
DEAF MUTES. . m 
My attention has been called to the fact, that i are sev- f 
eral deaf mutes in the Territory, who, from the pecuniary ina-:; 
bility of their parents, are receiving no instruction. The condi-: 
tion of this unfortunate class, even with all the knowledge that’ 
can be imparted to them through the various systems of educa-_ 
tion which have been devised,: naturally awakens our deepest 
_feelings ot sympathy and commiseration. . But when they are 
allowed to grow up ignorant: and unenlightened; SSD as to those ` 
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things within.the range ‘of their vision, their situation is sad 
and lamentable in the extreme. We should therefore afford 
every’ facility for the~education of these unfortunates, and to 
. supply,:to some extent, at least, the important senses, of which 
they are deprived. The limited number of this class.now in the 
. Territory will not justify: the erection and support of an Asylum 
at present. We can, however, provide for their education at 
the Asylum for deaf mutes in Oregon, on very reasonable terms, 
and Lredommend such an appropriation for this purpose, as may 
: be nécessary. 
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EDUCATION. 


The, importance and necessity for the maintenance of an effi- 
| cient.and liberal free school system is so clearly axiomatic, that 
I deem it necessary only to refer to the subject, believing that 
you will not fail to give it a full and careful.consideration. The 
Territorial. Superintendent of Common Sohools will report to 
you the situation and progress of educational affairs, and will 
suggest such amendments to the school law as experience has 
demonstrated to be necessary. 


The salary of the superintendent should be increased. 

Three hundred dollars per annum is a very inadequate compen- 
sation for the discharge of the duties which should be performed 
by a competent superintendent. Our school'system of which he 
is the head, has not as yet been fully inaugurated, owing in part 
at least, to the fact that the present and former Superintendent 

. could not afford to devote the requisite time and attention to the 
duties of the office. In lieu of a fixed annual salary, I would 
reconimend that the Superintendent be.paid a certain amount 
per diem for the time actually employed, and traveling and inci- 

. dental expenses; the maximum amount to be fixed at such sum . 
as may be deemed just and proper. 
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' The Tertitorial University: at Seattle os been i in anecessful - 
operation during the past year under. an ‘efficient. and competent 
Board of Instructors. "This institution i is entitled, to-aud, should . 
receive the  fostéring care of the Territory., The -grounds- and ` 
buildings which are now to some extent, dilapidated, should be.. | 
; immediately repaired. A small annual appropriation: is imper a- - 
tively necessary to place the institution on ‘a! permanent. basis. - | 
The report of the Board of Regents contains, many valuable. sug- - 
gestions, to which I call your attention, 

PUBLIC LANDS. 


The total area of Washington Territory i is 44,7 96, 160; acres, 
of which 11,700,952 acres have been surveyed. During the two 
years ending June 30, 1875, there have been surveyed 3, 213; 141 ` 
acres of public lands and 264,144 acres of Indian ` Reservations. 
There is comparatively little public land obtainable by direct“ 
purchase from the General Government. No lands have been | 
offered for sale by the United States since 1863, and. the ‘settled ` 
policy, now appears to be, to dispose of the public lands only to 
homestead and pre-emption settlers. If this. policy had: been 
adopted several years since, before so large a portion of the pub-:. : 
hc domain had been donated tó Rail Road companies, the best. 
interest of this and future generations would have been; mate- 
rially promoted. If subsidies were. actually required for the | 
construction of great national thoroughfares, it, would haye been 
bettér to have made them directly from the public treasury,- as 


The entries of public land for the two years ending- June . 
30, 1875, have been as follows: — .- "o 


Homesteads Preemptions Private Entries|| Coal ]|Timber Culture . 
Toi: epee n a). EE 2 eee 
i 2 ^95 3S 5 R * 2 ^ » "m 
wxoms WET B az | P | ^R "BI : 
< S. | <. & 1 @ : 4.-^- iugis =$ 4c 
Ía:.... 44,911 20 381! 48,028 11 . 358 25! 25140841] | j 
Vaoopuver.. Lt w2s)|. | 102m H 1080 86 |. d ur 
Walle alla. 328 16.06, 442] 753,040 00 


REN A RS t ds ov MA A set eg 9 


Tyan 


GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE 
` The Northern Pacific Rail, Road Company has also sold 
one » hundred and eighty-one thousand five hundred and ninety- 
seven acres during the same period. 


ELECTION AND APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS. 


The Revised Statutes of the United States, approved June 
22d, 1874, prescribe the mode, applicable to all the Territories 
fur’ the. filling of the several Territorial offices therein. The 
laws heretofore in force in this Territory regulating the election of 
certain officers have been changed to some extent by sections 
1856 and 1857. ^" | 


Hereafter, Justices of the Peace and all general officers of 
the Militia, taust be elected by the people, in such manner as the 
Legislative Assembly may provide. All township, county and 
district officers except justices of the Peace and general officers 
of the Militia, may be elected or appointed in such manner as 
may be provided by the Legislative Assembly. All other offi- 
cers not otherwise provided for in the Revised Statutes, the 
Governor shall nominate and by and with the consent of the 
Council shall appoint. It will be necessary to provide by law 
for the election by the people of à Quartermaster General, Ad- 
jutant General and Commissary General. The election, or ap- 
pointment of all other officers is now provided for, and no further 
legislation is required. 

CENTENNIAL. 

The attention of the people of the United States and of the 

world, is strongly ‘directed towards the Centennial - Exposition, 


which will be held in the city of Philadelphia, from the eleventh 


day of May to the eleventh day of November next. The design 
of the exposition is to commemorate the one hundredth anniver- 
sary of. the Declaration of Independence, and to exhibit to the 
nations of the world the wonderful: and unparalleled progress of 


the great American Republie, in the short period of a single 
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century. Whether Washington’ Territory i is represente o or nof 
will: be of little importance to the Exposition. ' ‘Hf we'do not 
avail ourselves of ari opportunity which may ever occur again 
to exhibit our . productions, thé loss will be our own.. Evéry 
State, and every other Territory will probably unite in this cele- 
bration, and it will be a matter of deep regret to our people, if 
the space allotted to our Territory shall remain vacant. ` It is 
indispensably necessary that an appropriation be made in ordér 
to secure a full:and proper representation ‘of the produets: of, oür 
forests, our farms and our mines; and I earnestly conimend this 
subject to your consideration. E 


> 


^"  , REVISION OF THE LAWS. V ` < 


The necessity for a full and complete ievision of the Statutes 
must be apparent to all who have had occasion to examine 
them. To ascertain the law in relation to many subjécts of a 
general nature requires a careful and ‘critical examination of the 
statutes enacted during the past twelve years, and after thé 
closest scrutiny, doubts will arise, whether certain laws are in 
force or have been repealed. The partial revisions of 1869 and 
1873 were doubtless intended to remove to some extent, the dif- 
ficulties referred to; but they have added new complications, in- 
stead of obviating those already existing. The laws prescribing 
the duties and powers of the various county officers especially 
need revision.’ | 

l CONCLUSION. 

The future of our Territory can not be doubtful. Its 
growth and prosperity may not be so rapid for several years to 
. come as many hope for and desire. But with our agricultural 
advantages, our commercial and manufacturing facilities and our | 
mineral resources, we can confidently predict a certain and - 
steady advancement in wealth and population, the extent of: 
which-will be determined mainly by the efforts we put forth to - 
secure it. Indications of increasing prosperity aré plainly mani- , 


te ~ 


fest. "The feelings of despondency existing in the minds of 
many, after the suspension of work on the N. P. R. R., have 
passed away. Our people are becoming more self reliant, more 
energetic, more enterprising. This is one.of the hopeful signs 
of the present. Many have learned by the experience of more 
than twenty years; the- practical lesson, that little dependence 
can be placed upon foreign corporations or foreign capital to 
build up and develop our Territory, and that human life will 
probably have to be materially extended, to enable them to 
realize any substantial benefits from those sources. Many are 
also learning that the inexhaustible resources of our Territory 
can be gradually and profitably developed by active and energetic 
personal efforts, without through railroad connection, and our 
position as one of the most prosperous and favored of the Terri- 
tories can be fully maintained. 

A Railroad from Lake Superior to Puget Sound would, 
doubtless, be of incalculable benefit; and with it, our progress 
and development would probably be unprecedented. We can- 
` not, however, look with confidence, to any definite period of time 
in the future when this road will be completed. Let us, there- 
fore, place no reliance upon it. We have too long depended 
upon others, let us hereafter rely upon ourselves to advance the 
material interests of the Territory and a state of prosperity 
which we have long hoped for will be the certain and gratifying 
result. 


E. P. FERRY. 
EXECUTIVE OrFrICE,: 


Olympia, October 5, 1875. 


